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A HISTORY OF THE PLAINS PUBLIC SCEHOOLS

Orslniztd educntion.ranchad the leado Gaunty area
about 18&0. Tha very firat school buildinga were made of
heavy aad and contained ths simplest ot furniture. The
teachers of these achools were tor the most part local men
and women who had conpleted & few years or grade school and
had persuaded the county superintendent to give them &
certificate. A curriculum offering of reading, writing, and
numbers was given in all gradea. School terms ran from four
to six months on the average. The prevailing salary for
teachers was in the vicinity of $25. Mrs. Rhees Singley

descrlibes her experience as a plioneer teacher in this fash-

iont

By the fall of 1820 there was not feed, money, or
work. The last work that my husband was able to get
that fall was carpenter work five miles away at one
dollar per day. He wanted to go back East and leave
me with the two children. I would do almost anything
but this, so since I had been a schoolteacher in
Missouri, I decided that he could stay home with the
children and I would teach school. There were few
teachers in the county, so finding a job teaching was
not dirfficult.

The County Superintendent of Schools lived on a
farm north of Misasler. I got in the wagon and drove

up there to take the examination for a tamparnry cer-
tificate.

I began teaching that fall at the Lons Star school-
house. It was made of seod with little furniture and
was located three miles north of our home, on the




corner south of the late Charley Angell home. This
was a five and a half month term and I received §25
per month. I had sixteen pupils enrolled that win-
ter, one of whom was Charley Angell.

This was a cold snowy winter. When the weather
was bad I would ride one of our horses, but in spite
of the fact that I would have oa my heavy school
clothes, leftovers from my teaching in Missouri, with
heavy leggings and overshoes and & camp quilt wrapped
around me, I would be numb by the time I would reach
the schoolhouse.

In the spring I taught a three month term four
miles socuth of us. There I had only three pupils and
got $20 per month. At the beginning of the term I
was loaned & pony to ride, but before the end of the
term, the party sold the pony so there was nothing
left for mg¢ to do but walk as our team was needed for
farm work.
On April 2, 1886, a preliminary notice for a school
at West Plains was circulated about the settlement by E. M.
Meairs., On April 14th the notices for the first district
meeting were posted and on April 24th the first district meet-
ing was held. At this meeting the following officers were
elected: Director, E. M. Meairs; Clerk, C. F. St. John;
Treasurer, Henry Avling.z
A two room frame school bullding was started in 1887
and was completed in 1888. Tom Dillinger waa the first

teacher of the school with a salary of $30 per month for the

1 Mra. Rhees Singley, "My Plonser Experience,”" Meade
Globe~News, September 23, 1948.

2 §. B. Clark, County Superintendent of Meade County,
State Report, June, 1886.
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1888-89 terms The "new" bullding was used by various church
and Sundar.ﬁahnol groupa for their services and also served
a8 & meeting place for the Woodman Lodge when it was organ-
lzed.

The segond teacher of the sehool was Mrs. Rhees
3ingley who began a nine month school in 1881. Her salary
was $30. The valuation of the sehool distriet at this time
was §$71,489. A note in the county superintendent's report
indicates thet $37,883 of the valuation was railroad prop-
erty. Due to the general depresasion of the area at that
time the valuation of the distriet had dropped to $61,8858 in
1897.3

The school was a one teacher ploneer "country® school
from 1888-1312. In 1912 the old two room wooden school
bullding was sold and & modern two story seven room brick
building was built. The building still stands and is used
by the grede school. The picture of the building is in the
picture section at the back of thia book.

At the time of the erection of the brick buillding the
board of education decided to employ two teachers. These
two teachers were F. W. Reuhlen and Ruth Bennett with Mr.

Reuhlen acting &s principal. Mr. Reuhlen's salary was $720
and Miss Bennett's was $490 for the term.

' ® Miss Ola Granger, Intervliewed at the County Superin-
tendent's 0ffice, May 9, 1953.
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~-in 18913 another teasher was hired and F. W. Calvert
was employed as principal with a salary of $900 for the
term. The earollment at this time was approximately thirty.

Ons of the highlights in the educational history of
Plains was the event of the beginning of high school work in
1915. It was decided to start a two year high school and
add courses as the need arose for them. With this plan
undertaken the board employed both a superintendent and a
principal at the starting of the 1915~16 school year. Paul
L. Hensel was employed as the superintendent at & salary of
$970 and Mary Coleman was the principal ‘for $720. There
were no other teachers in ths high school. When high school
opened on the top story of the school bullding the enroll-
ment was four boys and six girls. In the grade school
department on the lower floor there were approximately
thirty-five pupila taught by three teachers.

In a couple of years the high achool had grown to a
four year achool. By 1917 the enrollment in this department
had grown to 19. The grade school had experienced an
increased enrollment and an extra teacher was employed in
that department.

In 1918 Wade C. Fowler came to Plains as the super-
intendent. It is of interest to note that his salary was
$1080 and represented the higheat salary paid any superintendent




37
in Meade County &t the time. The positlon now pays five
times the. above stated salary.

At the beginning of the 1919 term the aschool enroll-
ment had jumped to 37 and it was necessary to hire an exirsa
agsistant. The state depaertment formally classiflied the
Plains school as class "D",

in 1980 the Plains school board formulated plans for
consolidating & number of rural schools in nearby areas.
Before the eonsolidation sction took place the land area of
the district was 36 square miles with an evaluation of
$1,400,931) after a number of small rural schools consoli~
dated, the land area ralsed to 10134 square milea with an
evaluation of $2,120,169.4

A mmber of problems presented themselves when the
consolidation program took effect. First, the old building
was much too small to take care of the enrollment of the
grade school; second, school buses had to be bought to
transport the children; and third, several extra teachers
had to be employed.

To take care of the 1tems mentioned above the school
board called for a bond elestion to build a new bullding.

The election carried by a large majority and in 1922 the old

4 Twenty-Third Biennial Report of the State S
_ g of uperin-
tendent d?”?ﬁﬁ%lc Tnstruction, IQEE'TTopek&: “Ransas oState
Printing Plant, 1988), DP. 4%.
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building was taken over by the grade pupils and & new
$45,000 high school building was built on & aite southwest
of the grede school building. The building contained .twelve
rooms, & full basement, and a small gymnasium,.

Eight school buses were bought with most of them
being of the Henry Ford variety. Even in bad roads these
buses made their appointed rounds in excellent shaps. It
is interesting to note the report of Supt. N. R. Nyquist to
the state superintendent's office concerning the transporta-
tion department:

During the menth of September the buses operated.

a total of 20 days and traveled a total of 7426 miles
carrying an average of 327 pupils a day. EREight o
school buses were operated at a total of §575.48 I
maintenance costas at a dally cost per child of 47¢.

Due to the enrollment increase three extra teachers
were employed ln the high school and four extra teachers
were added to the grade school faculty.

| From all reports the change from a small district to
a large consollidated district was made with a high degree of
success. Many schools later followed the procedure used at
Plains for consolidating thelr districts.
By 1928 the enrollment had risen to 110 in the high

sechool and the departments of industrial arts and veocal music

5 Pwenty-Fourth Biennial Report of the State Superin-
tendent oz“ﬁﬁic Instruction, 1@'2%"(‘!’053‘1@.: -E:;naas—ggata
Printing Plant, 1925), p. 215.
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had been added to the curriculum. The band and vocal muslc
classes were held in & little room on the first floor of the
building, The industrial arts department wes situated in
one room in the bus garage.

In the fall of 1928 the Plains Consolidated High
School begcame & member of the Nerth Central Assoclation of
Secondary Schools and Colleges. Plaina was one of the fevw
schools in southwest Kansas to have this honor. It is still
a member of this organization today.

In 1930 the board of education hired two extra teach-
era in the high scheol and twe extra teachars for the grade
building. W, E. Woodward was hired as superintendent to
succeed H. C. Van Voorhis whe had been in the office since
1926.

The period from 1930 to 1940 was Indeed difficult for
the school. The depression lowered the evaluation from
$2,984,082 in 1930 to $1,723,332 in 1935 which in turn
lowered the number of teachers employed and the salaries
paild to teachers.® Many of the needed repairs on the grade
building could not be completed because of the lack of
money. An interesting note in regard to teacher's salaries
during the peried is evidenced by Mr. Woodward's salary
which was $311 per month in 1330 and $175 in 1836.

6 Item noted in the County Superlntendent's ['lles of
Meade County, Kansas, 1935. ==
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One of the tsachers who will long be remembered was
Harold Elliott, the bigh school coach and mathematics teach-
er. Duripg the several 3tari which he served the school the
Plains teams won numercus league championships in basket-
ball. The basketball team won third in the state Class B

basketball tournsment in 1938 and has proven to be the best
team the sehovl has had before or since that time in regard
to gemes won and lest.

From 1338 to 1848 the school had three superintend-

k

ents: E. A. McFarland, Carl Riggs, and A. H. Bergen. §§
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Teachers' salaries came up slowly and the buildings were ;.

generally repaired. In 1841 the school entered into the '
Little Six League with Kismet, Copeland, Montezuma, Kings-
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down, and Englewood. Activities in the league consisted of
six-man football, basketball, track, music, and various
speech and drama sctivitles. During the period from 1941 to
1946 the Plalns athletlc teams "ruled the roost.” The well-
filled trophy case in the main lobby bears this out. Since
1946 the school has been a member of the Hi-Flains League
with Elkhart, Johnson, Lﬁkin, Moscow, Satanta, Rolla, and
Sublette as fellow members. Many league championships have
been won in this league.

At the annual school meeting in May, 1947, the patrons
of the district voted bonds for an extensive remodeling and
building program, Plans for the building of a vocational
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agriculture and lunch reoom structure, remodeling and addi-
tions to this'-'émuim, and extensive remodeling of the
grade school were initiated. 'Tha gymnasium was doubled in
size and new &nd modern dressing roams were provided for
both boys and girls. Plains had the best gymnasium in the
area &t this time and was awarded the dlatrict tournament
at the close of the basketball season by E. A. Thomas, the
direetor of the Kansas High Sehool Activities Asscciation.

The voeational bullding was made of concrete blocks
and contained a large kitohen, dining room, musiec room, rest
rooms, large metal and woodwerk areas, and a modern agricul-
ture classroom and offlce.

The thirty-five year old grade school bullding was
extensively remodeled and a rocm added on the west side of
the structure. Flucresecent lights were installed in all
rooms and hardweod floers were laid cn the top story. All
upper grade rooms were furnished with the newest type of
classroom furniture. The International Business Machines
Company installed a complete new six circuit clock system.
The grade school office was completely remodeled and 1s onse
of the most medern offlces to be found anywhere in the area.

Acgcording to the records in the county treasurer's
office the evaluation of the Plains district had risen to
$4,952,300 in 1948 with a mill levy of 10.3.
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Puring the summer of 1980 a lighting system for the
football field was installed, and on Saturday, September 23,
at the first night toatball'gnne ever to be held in the
city of Plaina, the American Legion dedicated the field in
memory of the men who had given their lives in Werld War II.
These honored men were Jack Staples, Joe Flemming, John
Hatcher, Donald Enctt, Beb Elliott, and Charles Wolt je.
Plains won the game from Fowler by a score of 12-0 with
about 1200 people in attendance.

A driver training program was started in the high
sshool at the beginning of the 1951-52 term with the new
Chevrolet dual-control car furnished by Holmes Motor Company.
Mr. Warren Peterson, the commerce instructer, doubled as the
driver training teacher.

In accordance with the latest educational thinking,
the patrons voted at the 1952 annual meeting to set up a
speclal education program. Ths board of education employed
Henry Pattersonlaa the teacher fof the room. Some of the
children who would have been eligible for the room moved
away during the summer so the work carried on by Mr. Patter-
gon was of a remedial nature.

The present valuation of the district 1s close to the
s8ix million mark due to the annexation of a strip of land
south of the Meade Stat; Lake. On this land 1s located the
Michigen-Wisconsin pumping station and has an assessed
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valuation of $800,000 which raised the total valuation of

the district to $6,056,996. One extra bus was purchased to
take care of the increased énrollment. - |

At the present time the system 1s of the aix-slx type
with grades one to six in the grade sshool and grades seven
to twelve in the high schoocl. The average enrollment of the

grade se¢hool during the past year was 130 and the high school
enrollment was 118.7

7 Adel F. Throckmorton, Kansas Sducatlional Directory,
1952-53 (Topeka: State Printing FPress, 1952), p. 60.
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